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 Recipient, Presidential Medal of Freedom

 Icon
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     Question:

     Where is the memorial honoring this great American -- Yosemite?  Carmel?  New Mexico?

 

     Answer:

     There isnÕt one.

         At least not yetÉ



San FranciscoÕs ÒMost Famous Native SonÓ

One of the most surprising Òlittle-known factsÓ abo ut San Francisco is that the city is the

birthplace of one of AmericaÕs most important artis ts, internationally renowned photographer

Ansel Adams. But considering that  his hometown has no memorial or tribute to his many

achievements of any kind, perhaps this isnÕt surpri sing after all. Adams was born in San

FranciscoÕs Western Addition in 1902, and at age 1,  his family moved to their home on the

dunes where he lived for 57 years. The Richmond Dis trict house still stands, located a stoneÕs

throw from Lobos Creek and a few minutes walk from Baker Beach.  It was here during his

formative years that young Ansel nurtured his deep appreciation of and respect for Nature,

setting the course of his distinguished career.  Later in life, he reflected,

"I trace who I am and the direction of my development to the years of

                growing up in our house on the dunes."

                                             Adams  family house, 1903, by C. H. Adams (Ansel AdamsÕ father)

The name Ansel Adams is synonymous with fine art la ndscape photography, the National

Parks System, environmentalism, and hopefully it wi ll become synonymous with San

Francisco as well.  As arguably one of the CityÕs m ost famous native sons, there can be no

more fitting or appropriate location for a memorial  dedicated to his proud memory than a

riparian grove of native trees, in a national park, next to the house where he grew up.



Purpose

A group of concerned citizens and community leaders  has formed a committee to establish

The Ansel Adams Grove to serve three main purposes:

¥ Honor Ansel AdamsÕ legacy  by preserving this site as public land, extending the

native plant restoration already underway in the ad jacent parkland, and showcasing

his lifelong family home

¥ Protect the integrity of Lobos Creek , (the primary water source for the Presidio,

as well as SFÕs emergency water source), its ecosys tem, and wildlife habitat from

possible erosion and contamination by ensuring this  important watershed remain

open space

¥ Create a unique, educational tourist attraction for  San Francisco , linked with

the nearby Lobos Creek nature walk, inviting visito rs to enter the park and learn

about the CityÕs natural environment and history

Vision

The Ansel Adams Grove could be a cornerstone and co mponent of what many would like to

see San Francisco, together with its Òurban forestÓ  in the Presidio, become: a beacon for

environmentalism, sustainability, and harmony betwe en man and Nature.  The Grove would

help shape the identity of the nationÕs newest nati onal park, while offering a unique

opportunity for the progressive city of San Francis co to contribute to environmental

awareness and education, as well as celebrate local history.

The Grove would provide an introductory focal point  for the park. From the parking lot just

inside the western entrance to the Presidio, servic ed by MUNI lines 28 and 29, as well as the

PresidioÕs free clean-air shuttle, tourists would l ook back up the creek valley to the

photographer's former home. The Lobos Creek Boardwa lk, a nature walk that meanders

through the on-going dune restoration project, coul d easily be expanded to accommodate an

informational kiosk and viewing area.  A site of th is prominence could easily attract an artist

of the stature of an Andy Goldsworthy to create a l iving monument to AmericaÕs pre-eminent

environmental artist.

The visitors could then continue along the boardwal k and wander through the dune

restoration area to learn about subjects ranging fr om AdamsÕ pioneering involvement with

the GGNRA, Lobos Creek conservation projects, local  flora and fauna, to the rationale for



 

native plant restoration: the possibilities for exh ibits, informational displays, even audio

tours would be enormous.

Future Dreams

The Visitor Center at the main post in the Presidio  would be an ideal home for an ongoing

exhibit of the photographerÕs work and personal his tory. Students and art enthusiasts from

the world over would be able to admire his legendar y photographs, some of which were

taken near this very location.  Visitors could also  examine letters, awards, and personal

artifacts showing how AdamsÕ life was inextricably intertwined with San Francisco, the

Presidio, and the environmental movement.

Programs generated by the establishment of such a f acility could include nature photography

symposiums and workshops, documentary film screenin gs, and educational exhibits, to name

a few.  A center honoring an American icon of Adams Õ stature should have little trouble

attracting ample private funding to ensure its succ ess, and this, in turn, would enhance the

parkÕs prestige and hasten the evolution of the Presidio into a major tourist attraction.

Site History

On December 11, 1995, this site caught

the worldÕs attention when the 100 year-

old, brick-lined sewer underneath this

area suffered a catastrophic collapse,

causing an enormous sinkhole to develop

overnight directly west of Lobos Creek at

the beginning of 24 th  Avenue. The chasm

swallowed up a large home belonging to

the Howard Billman family, two vehicles,

a pond surrounded by numerous mature

trees, a memorial redwood grove, as well as the exp ansive 90 year-old garden grove planted

and nurtured by Adams and his family on the adjacen t property, all of which had served as a

natural buffer between the residential neighborhood and the National Park.



Lobos Creek

For thousands of years, native Ohlone people came t o Lobos Creek to hunt and gather food

such as acorns, cattail, and stinging nettle. Today , Lobos Creek is the last remaining year-

round free-flowing creek in San Francisco, and serv es as the main source of drinking water

for the Presidio, as well as an emergency water sou rce for the City in case of an earthquake

or other disaster.  The creekÕs fragile ecosystem i s being nurtured and gradually restored by

the National Park Service with the help of countles s volunteers, who come from all over the

Bay Area on designated "restoration days".  They do nate their time and effort because they

recognize the priceless value of this land for the wildlife habitat of the park, and the future

generations of Homo sapiens who will come to visit.   In June, 2005, for the first time in nearly

70 years, the western bluebird has been found

nesting in the Lobos Creek Dune restoration area.

As Josiah Clark, a consulting park ecologist

states, ÒItÕs a testament that something right is

happening, that people are making moves in the

right direction toward attention to habitat

restoration and the local ecology Ó. Lobos Creek is

a unique, natural resource which responsible

environmental stewardship requires us to

protect, to preserve the same source of

inspiration for todayÕs children that so profoundly

influenced Adams as a young boy.  

                       Lobos Creek (C.H. Adams, c.1918)

The Precautionary Principle: a City Ordinance

The San Francisco Board of Supervisors adopted the Precautionary Principle as city and

county policy June 17, 2003, a stunning and unprece dented breakthrough in the management

of environmental matters in the U.S.  This policy can be summed up as follows:

"When an activity raises threats of harm to human h ealth or the environment,
precautionary measures should be taken even if some  cause and effect relationships
are not fully established scientifically."

In other words, actions taken to protect the environment and human health take precedence.



And as the saying goes, ÒItÕs more than a good idea É itÕs the law!Ó In Chapter 1, Sec. 101, of

the Precautionary Principle Policy Statement, the ordinance states:

ÒAll officers, boards, commissions, and departments  of the City and County shall
implement the Precautionary Principle in conducting the City and County's affairs:

ÒÉ Using the best available science, the Precaution ary Principle requires the selection of
the alternative that presents the least potential t hreat to human health and the City's
natural systems.

 ÒÉ Where there are reasonable grounds for concern, the precautionary approach to
decision-making is meant to help reduce harm by tri ggering a process to select the least
potential threat.Ó

In a letter of August 8, 2000, San FranciscoÕs Dire ctor of Planning declared that the sale of

the property would be Òcategorically exempt from environmental reviewÓ .  This parcel is

anything but a typical vacant city lot.  The site h as unknown quantities of toxins and debris

buried under the surface, and, according to soils e xperts at Treadwell and Rollo, (the

engineering firm responsible for the site restorati on), has been only partially stabilized. It is

immediately adjacent to the Lobos Creek watershed, a fragile and unique ecosystem.

Protection of a natural resource such as this is precisely  the reason that the Board of

Supervisors voted overwhelmingly to adopt this ordinance.

Conclusion

This past June, San Francisco hosted the United Nat ionÕs World Environment Day celebration,

marking the first time a city on the North American  continent has been so honored.  As

citizens of San Francisco, we have a unique, one-ti me opportunity to honor one of the great

citizens of our city, as well as create a signature  attraction for our urban park.  If we allow

the parcel to be auctioned off to developers, this chance will be lost forever, and a relatively

insignificant, short-term financial gain would take  precedence over a much greater benefit

for our community.

Organization

To this end, The Ansel Adams Memorial Foundation or  similar entity shall be established

under the direction of an executive committee and a dvisory board comprised of leaders from

environmental organizations, representatives from t he various relevant governmental



agencies, and community leaders and activists. The American Land Conservancy has offered

to facilitate financial and legal matters, such as filing for nonprofit status, the handling of

donations, etc.

Endorsements

Individuals (with affiliations provided for identif ication purposes only) and organizations
voicing their support for the proposal include the following:

¥ Michael Adams and Anne Adams Helms, son and daughter of Ansel Adams

¥ SF Supervisors Alioto-Pier and McGoldrick

¥ Jared Blumenfeld, Director, SF Dept. of the Environment

¥ Robert Cameron, internationally-renowned aerial photographer

¥ Becky Evans, John Rizzo, Sierra Club - San Francisco Bay Chapter

¥ Robert Flynn Johnson, Curator in Charge, Achenbach Foundation for Graphic Arts ,

Legion of Honor

¥ Amy McCombs, CEO of Heald University and former CEO of KRON-TV

¥ William Meadows, President, The Wilderness Society

¥ Amy Meyer, former Presidio Trust Board member and current Chair of People for the

Presidio

¥ Brian OÕNeill, General Superintendent, GGNRA

¥ Harry Parker, Director, Fine Arts Museums

¥ William Turnage, Managing Trustee, The Ansel Adams Trust, and former President,

The Wilderness Society

¥ Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods, (C.S.F.N.)

¥ People For a Golden Gate National Recreation Area, (P.F.G.G.N.R.A.)

¥ Planning Association for the Richmond, (P.A.R.)

¥ West Presidio Neighborhood Association, (W.P.N.A.)

Contact

Citizens for the Creation of Ansel Adams Grove

120 25 th  Avenue

San Francisco, CA  94121

Phone:    415 387-1650

Email:    info@anseladamsgrove.org



Website: www.anseladamsgrove.org  


